
 

February 10, 2025 
 
Hawai‘i House of Representatives  
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Via Electronic Correspondence  
 
RE:  Letter in Support of House Bill 553  
 
Dear Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, 
 
Aimed Alliance is a not-for-profit health policy organization that seeks to protect and enhance 
the rights of healthcare consumers and providers. We are writing to express our support for 
House Bill 553, which would require health plans to cover biomarker testing for the diagnosis, 
treatment, management, and ongoing monitoring of diseases. Expanding coverage for biomarker 
testing will help advance medical diagnostics and personalized treatment, ensuring that 
individuals receive the most effective care. 

Biomarker testing is a valuable tool used by healthcare practitioners to gather individualized 
patient data, enabling the tailored prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases.1 By analyzing 
biological specimens, like tissue and blood, biomarker testing identifies key indicators like 
genetic anomalies and molecular markers. 2 Ensuring coverage for biomarker testing is essential 
to improving accessibility to this effective diagnostic tool, ultimately maximizing therapeutic 
benefits and enhancing patient outcomes.3  
 
While biomarker testing has made significant strides in oncology, its benefits extend beyond 
cancer care. A growing body of evidence supports its clinical utility in a wide range of diseases, 
including preeclampsia,4 cardiovascular diseases,5 diabetes,6 neurodegenerative disorders,7 and 
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autoimmune diseases.8 For example, the FDA recently approved a biomarker test for 
preeclampsia, enabling earlier identification of high-risk pregnancies and improving maternal 
and neonatal health outcomes.9 Expanded access to biomarker testing will lead to improved 
patient outcomes and increased innovation across medical specialties.  

In conclusion, we urge for the swift passage of H.B. 553, which would require health plans to 
cover biomarker testing for the diagnosis, treatment, management, and ongoing monitoring of 
diseases. We strongly encourage legislative action to make this life-saving tool more accessible 
to all. 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Backhaus 
Staff Attorney 
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